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 Speaking for those of us in the Northern Hemisphere, 
facing the cold winter months this year is particularly daunting. 
Surviving a pandemic in the summer when we are free to enjoy the 
out-of-doors is one thing. Staring out over the frigid landscape 
of our lives stuck inside, with the increasing spread 
of the pandemic and the decreasing temperatures, is 
nothing short of frightening, depressing, and anxiety 
producing.
 It is understandable why there are so many 
“festivals of light” that occur at this time of year. 
Light enlivens us and brings us hope. With that 
understanding, in this issue of Humanistic Judaism 
Magazine we examine Hanukkah from different 
perspectives—sociologically, historically, and 
poetically, all with an eye to how we see Hanukkah 
differently from many other Jews.
 Rabbis Miriam Jerris and Jeffrey Falick examine 
Jewish stereotypes of this season of light. Jerris 
wonders if the “December Dilemma”—as it is so 
often referred to by much of the Jewish community—
is still a dilemma at all, and Falick tackles modern 
syncretism from a positive perspective.
 Paul Golin, SHJ’s Executive Director, finally 
wrote the article about Hanukkah that he has been thinking 
about for a long time. He explores how combining a hobby you 
feel passionate about with your Jewish identity adds greater 
meaning. In his article, “Maccabees, Military History, and Me,” 
he demonstrates this idea while providing some very interesting 
facts about the military history of Hanukkah.
 We are pleased to print an excerpt from Rabbi Judith Seid’s 
excellent book, God Optional Judaism. If you are a Secular P.G. and M.S.J.
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Humanistic Jew and want to know why we celebrate Hanukkah, 
this is the article to read. You can learn more about the observance 
and ritual of Hanukkah for cultural Jews by reading the rest of 
the chapter in the book.

In this issue, we honor Richard D. Logan, the 
2020 recipient of the Sherwin T. Wine Lifetime 
Achievement Award, SHJ’s past-president and 
esteemed past president and member of Or Emet, 
Minnesota Congregation for Humanistic Judaism.

Our communities have shared. Richard 
Rubenstein, member of Kol Shalom in Portland, 
Oregon, celebrated his B(ar) Mitzvah, as an adult. 
He tells his experience in his moving article, “My 
Journey Into Understanding and Wholeness.” CHJ 
in Fairfield County, CT explain their powerful Oral 
History program. Machar, Washington Congregation 
for Secular Humanistic Judaism inspires us with 
programming designed to connect their members 
during the pandemic and Kahal B’raira (KB), Boston 
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism updates us on 
what’s new, including a short introduction to their 
new Managing Director. 

If you are looking for a new Hanukkah Candle 
Lighting, Rabbi Adam Chalom leads us through the history and 
practice of Hanukkah, each candle telling us something you may 
or may not have known. And we welcome first time writer, poet 
Herb Levine.
 May this season bring light into your home and hearts and 
may it be a little bit brighter because of this magazine issue. 
Happy Hanukkah/Chanukkah/Chanuka (ֲחנּוָּכה).

Artwork credits: 
p. 4: The Triumph of Judas Maccabeus by Peter Paul Rubens and workshop, Public Domain; p. 5, courtesy of Harvard Art Museums, Public Domain; p. 6: Alexander 
Mosaic (detail), House of the Faun, Pompeii, Public Domain; Jewish expansion under the Hasmoneans, Wikimedia Commons;  p. 7, Heroes of Israel: Judas 
Maccabeaus stamp, Wikimedia Commons; Death of Eleazer, Gustave Doré 1866, Wikimedia Commons;  p. 12–13, courtesy of Thanks for your Like on Pixabay; p. 15: 
Orna Wachman on Pixabay.com 
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 When your hobbies intersect with your Jewish identity, do you feel a heightened connection? 
Maybe you cheer for a player on a rival team once you learn they’re Jewish. Perhaps you watch all 
the Jewish-themed dramas on Netflix or focus your philately on Israeli stamps.
 There is a Jewish angle on almost every hobby, interest, or pursuit. A love of history is an 
obvious one. Jews have such an incredible history, we apparently invented the concept (at least 
according to Thomas Cahill’s “The Gift of the Jews”). I’m interested in a subset of history: military 
history. And particularly — though not exclusively — when it has a Jewish angle. And because of 
that, Hanukkah is my favorite holiday.
 Hanukkah is the military history holiday. It celebrates a war won. Its hero is a de 
facto general. And unlike most other religious holidays, it’s actual history not myth.
 Obviously, celebrating Hanukkah is great fun regardless of the history. Deep-
fried food, chocolate coins, and high-stakes gambling (dreidel), what’s not to like? 
For kids, nothing else on the Jewish calendar can compete with eight nights of 
presents.
 If you’re into history, though, and particularly military history, you can 
dive deep. Books-length deep. University scholarship-level deep. And that’s the 
wonderful thing about any hobby, the detail and depth found when you dig into the 
specifics. Hanukkah offers multiple angles — for example, if you love cooking, you 
can google thousands of recipes for chutney latkes alone!
 In working as a Jewish communal professional with a focus on “outreach and 
engagement,” I’ve tried to help individuals find an angle into deeper Jewish meaning 
through their own interests, because I believe there is a benefit to feeling that 
connection. And I’ve tried to help congregational staff and volunteers who want to 
grow their communities nurture Jewish angles for less-regular participants.
 The depth that make hobbies so engaging can also be a challenge to creating 
community-wide programming, however, when such programming often tries to 
appeal to broader audiences. Knowing that someone loves music doesn’t mean you 
should immediately invite them to a Marvin Hamlisch retrospective, if the more 
relevant Jewish musician for their tastes is Joey Ramone (née Jeffrey Ross Hyman!).
 For many of us, just knowing we share a common heritage with an accomplished 
person in our area of interest may foster a sense of Jewish connection. At other 
times, we need to know what about them or their work is actually Jewish, and why is it relevant? 
 Even as I admittedly derive meaning from ethnic pride-by-association, I’m also discomforted 
by it. Who cares if Einstein (and a disproportionate number of other Nobel Prize winners) was 
Jewish if it doesn’t make me any smarter! By feeling a connection, am I somehow claiming credit 
for their accomplishments? The deciding factor for Jewish genius is not in the genes. And my 
multiracial children will hopefully benefit from their connection to another great civilization as 
well (Japanese). 
 Still, there’s no denying the thrill of feeling represented, particularly as part of a minority 
group, whether in popular culture or any area of interest. These ongoing intangible connections 
that may seem insignificant or kitschy—like the wonderful inside joke of Sacha Baron Cohen’s 
anti-Semitic character Borat speaking a fake “Kazakh” that is part gibberish, part Hebrew—build 
a Jewish identity for many cultural Jews that’s not easily measured by traditional demographic 
studies.
 A while back, I helped conduct a qualitative study of adult children of intermarriage to 
determine what childhood experiences contributed to their current Jewish identities. Having a 
b’nai mitzvah ceremony emerged as the key indicator of how strongly they identified as Jewish 
later in life. One surprise finding was how many of them—regardless of later identity—described 
watching films like “Fiddler on the Roof” and “Schindler’s List” as not just a form of impactful 
entertainment but as actual Jewish activities. 

Hanukkah is still my favorite Jewish holiday,  
for reasons other than when I was a kid

Maccabees, Military History, and Me

by Paul Golin

https://www.bjpa.org/search-results/publication/118
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 Of course, the key difference between b’nai mitzvah and 
watching movies is who you do it with. Movies are solitary or just 
with friends and family; Jewish lifecycle events almost always 
extend to a wider community, often including clergy.
 That is a challenge, as I consider what kind of Jewish 
“engagement” my connecting through military history really is. 
Reading military history is not something I do in community 
with anyone, beyond talking to my step-dad about it. Perhaps 
there’s a community I just haven’t found yet—or want to find.
 Certainly, there is an abundance of self-forming Jewish 
communities around other interests, including interests I share. 
While Facebook is not the same as in-person (or even Zoom) 
community, there are some great groups on the platform for 
whatever your tangentially Jewish-related hobbies may be. 
One of my favorites is the self-explanatorily named “Star Trek 
Jewposting.” And I’ve actually made real-world friends by hosting 
the “Jewpanese” Facebook group, where Jewish and Japanese 
converge. While Humanistic Judaism is of course so much 
more than an interest group, there are folks on our Facebook 
Humanistic Judaism Discussion Group who are connecting 
with us for the first time, and perhaps that may lead them to 
participate in one of our in-person communities in the future.

 Isn’t it enough to connect Jewishly on our own, or just with 
friends and family? Sure. Is there a benefit to also connecting 
with a wider Jewish community? I believe so and have dedicated 
my career to sharing that benefit. For Humanistic Judaism as a 
movement, we need to not only weave together various interests 
with Jewish identity, but also with Secular Humanistic values.
 I bring my secular humanistic worldview to reading military 
history, in my understanding that there is no invisible higher 
power guiding human events and this is our one and only life to 
live. Therefore, war is the worst thing human beings do to one 
another, period. Something has always gone horribly wrong if the 
outcome is war. Understanding why it happens, and how people 
behave during it, might provide some insights into preventing 
future conflicts, in society and maybe even in our own lives.
 I’m not a military “enthusiast” and don’t want to glorify it. 
I’m grateful to be part of a generation that avoided a draft even 
as I appreciate those who served, and empathize with those who 
suffered, including my own grandparents who survived hell-on-
earth in Poland during World War II. Still, I’m fascinated by the 
ultimate extremes that war requires in behavior, organization, 
technology, and human endurance, and wonder how I would 
have comported myself in those same life-or-death situations. 
And so, with all that in mind, here are…

Eight Reasons Why Hanukkah is the Most Interesting Jewish 
Holiday for Secular Humanistic Military History Buffs… Like Me:
8. It Really Happened
 Hanukkah is the only ancient Jewish holiday that 
commemorates historically-provable events. It’s the story 
of Judea gaining political independence for the first time 
in centuries, in the Second Century BCE, procured by an 
improbable military victory that contemporary sources verify. 
In the Book of Maccabees, God is not a central character and 
all accomplishments are people-powered—though certainly 

7. Guerilla Warfare
 While not the first historic use of the tactics, the Jews’ early victories against the Seleucid 
(Greek Syrian) Empire came about through what today we would call “asymmetric warfare,” 
and their victories would inspire future generations of freedom fighters. The story of an 
outnumbered band of highly-motivated irregulars, using surprise attacks and familiar terrain 
against a professional invading army too rigid in training and structure to improvise, would 
repeat throughout history. The Maccabees’ dawn sacking of Seron’s camp at Emmaus has 
similarities to Washington at Trenton, for example, and the use of a hostile civilian population 
for intelligence gathering conjures parallels to the Viet Cong two millennia later.

religiously-believing people, zealots even. Today, rabbis in all 
denominations outside ultra-Orthodoxy are willing to admit 
that the Hanukkah “miracle” of the Temple oil lasting eight 
days was tacked on centuries later to downplay the military 
accomplishments of the eventually-corrupted Hasmonean 
Dynasty. The real miracle was of a backwater province defeating 
a regional superpower.

 Hanukkah means “dedication,” in reference to the 
recapture and rededication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem 
after it had been plundered and defiled (pig sacrifices!) by 
the Seleucids. As part of a plan to aggressively Hellenize the 
Jews into passivity, King Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) ordered an 
alter to Zeus erected in the Temple and outlawed Judaism 
throughout the land, in 167 BCE. The plan backfired. The Jews 
rose up in revolt—led first by Mattathias and his five sons, then 
after Mattathias’s death, by middle son Judah “the Hammer” 

6. The "Miracle" Happened Toward the Beginning of the Story
(Maccabee)—fighting a series of battles until, in 165 BCE, they 
claimed Jerusalem and restored the Temple. End of story, 
right? Wrong! That’s only chapter 4 of 16 in the First Book 
of Maccabees! The war continued, with the battles growing 
in scale until the Maccabees were fielding an army upwards 
of 20,000 men. Judah Maccabee was killed in 160 BCE, but 
his brothers fought on, with the Seleucids finally recognizing 
Jewish autonomy—in 142 BCE.
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by Rabbi Miriam Jerris

Is the
Still a Dilemma?

December Dilemma
 When I conceived of this article, the question I posed in the 
title was sincere. I know so many intermarried couples who have 
blended their traditions together successfully. Then I Googled 
“December Dilemma.” It produced about 94,400,000 results. 
To be fair, the first two were positive in tone, suggesting best 
practices and teaching tolerance. But quickly, many of the others, 
at least on the first page, dealt with the topic as a “problem.”
 Around the time intermarriage in the Jewish community 
reached 50%, I met the man who would become my second 
husband, Stephen Stawicki. I came from an Eastern European 
(Russian/Polish) Jewish background. I was second- and third-
generation Canadian. He came from an Eastern European 
(Polish) Roman Catholic background. He was second- and 
third-generation American. What we share is a strong cultural 
commitment to our heritage, a humanistic philosophy of life, and 
similar political views (thank goodness).
 For more than thirty years, we have created a home together 
that rejoices in our similarities and celebrates our differences. 
In December, we celebrate Hanukkah and Christmas because 
these are the holidays that hold our childhood memories. For 
me that means lighting the Hanukkiah (Hanukkah menorah), 
eating potato pancakes, and sending my grandchildren gifts. For 
Steve it means decorating a Christmas tree, listening to Polish 
Christmas Carols, hanging stockings, and exchanging gifts. We 
also developed some traditions of our own— a special meal 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day with friends and maybe a movie 
and Chinese food. And as years passed, Steve is the one who 
never forgets to set up the Hanukkiah every night, and I am the 
one who has to buy a tree ornament on every vacation we take.
 Although I wouldn’t call it a dilemma, 
we did experience a speed bump when we 
moved in together in late October of 1987. 
We had agreed on most of the above, but 
one evening Steve told me he was going to 
the store to buy lights for the outside of the 
house. I flipped out—mostly internally, but 
it did not sit well with me. After reflecting, 
I remembered a childhood tradition of 
driving through my neighborhood with my 
parents at night looking at the lights on the 
houses. I remembered pointing to a house 
with lights and saying, “This is a Christian 
house,” and then pointing to a house 
without lights and saying, “This is a Jewish 
house.” So, no lights on the outside of our 
house.
 I never for one moment felt that I was 
disloyal to the Jewish people, but some 
people have suggested that I’m not an 
appropriate role model for young unmarried 
Jews, for Jewish families, or anyone else 
Jewish for that matter. However, I see myself 
as an ideal model for Jews today. More than 
50% of Jews are marrying individuals not 
born Jewish. Two-thirds of Jewish families 

are intermarried. What Steve and I model is a successful strategy 
for coping with our differences and sharing what we love about 
our backgrounds.
 In 1996, I graduated with a Master of Arts Degree in 
Humanistic and Clinical Psychology. My thesis, entitled 
“Celebrating Differences,” focused on the experience of being 
intermarried. The second to last chapter took the form of a 
message to a couple being intermarried. In part, I said:

 There are times when people feel that religious 
differences between two people who are about to marry 
may be an obstacle to their happiness. I have a slightly 
different point of view that I often share with couples 
during their marriage ceremony.
 All marriages are mixed marriage. All marriage 
partners are different in some ways. They may differ 
in the way they spend money, or the way they resolve 
conflicts, or in their sleeping patterns. But I guarantee 
that there is not one couple on this earth that would say 
they agree on everything. 
 Couples who come together from different religious, 
cultural, or ethnic backgrounds acknowledge their 
differences immediately. They learn skills of negotiation 
to cope with their differences. And these are the exact 
skills that are needed in all marriages. I believe that 
intercultural couples can be stronger than other couples 
who share backgrounds, and are not as aware of their 
differences as you may be.
 The cultural life of an intermarried couple can 

also be more enriched than those who 
share backgrounds. Diversity keeps 
life interesting and offers creative 
opportunities to blend existing 
traditions and develop new traditions. 
(Jerris, Miriam S. “Celebrating 
Differences,” Master’s thesis, Center for 
Humanistic Studies, 1996.)
 I know other couples have more 
difficulty than we did. Yet, we are not the 
only couple who can share success stories. 
My hope is to let families know that dealing 
with intermarriage and navigating the 
sometime rough waters of the December 
holidays can be done, with success. So for 
some, December is a wonderful time for 
family and friends. 
 Currently, while speaking or writing 
about diversity in intermarriage, I am more 
apt to say, “Diversity keeps life interesting. 
We can always enjoy the things we share. 
It takes special people who can learn to 
celebrate their differences—special people 
like you.” December does not have to be a 
dilemma.
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by Rabbi Adam Chalom
A Journey Through Hanukkah
(Read passages after lighting Hanukkah candles)

First Night—Light and Winter 
 In winter, the nights grow longer and colder. People all over the 
world light candles and lamps to fight the darkness. Every time we light 
Hanukkah candles, we remember how important fire is to our lives. The 
power of fire cooks our food, keeps us warm, and makes our lives better. 
 We need each other for warmth and inspiration. Fire is like our 
family, our community. Our family cooks our food, keeps us warm, 
and makes our lives better. And our family goes back a long way, part 
of a long tradition. The Festival of Lights is a festival of memory and 
tradition, too. 

Second Night—The Maccabees 
 The story of Hanukkah goes back to over two thousand years 
ago, when the Jews had their own land, with their own temple in 
Jerusalem. A new people, the Greeks arrived, and the Greeks wanted 
everyone to be Hellenized—to speak Greek, to eat Greek food, and to 
follow Greek religion. Greek ideas were interesting, but the Greek king 
Antiochus tried to force all Jews to be Greek. There were only a few Jews 
compared to the Greeks, but the Jews wanted to decide for themselves 
what to believe and how to be Jewish. The Maccabee family stood up 
to the Greek king and took back the Jerusalem Temple. They entered 
the Temple, cleaned it up, and re-lit the Menorah with new oil. And 
they dedicated the Temple with an eight-day festival—the Hebrew for 
“Dedication” is Hanukkah. 
 Today, compared to everyone else in the world, there are only a few 
people who celebrate Hanukkah—they are the Jewish people, all over 
the world. Jews still decide for themselves what to believe and how to be 
Jewish. Jews still celebrate Hanukkah. Jews still remember how good it 
is to be free. 

Third Night—The Legend 
 The Rabbis who led Judaism after the Jerusalem Temple was 
destroyed did not like the Maccabees. They thought that the Maccabees 
betrayed Judaism by themselves Hellenizing, and by declaring 
themselves to be High Priests and Kings, even though they weren’t from 
the family of King David. And they thought that military rebellion and 
national pride was dangerous, from their own experiences of two failed 
revolts against the Romans. But they couldn’t stop Hanukkah—Jewish 
people kept lighting lights in the middle of winter. 
 So the Rabbis told a story to take credit away from the Maccabees—
they claimed that the pure oil in the Temple was only enough to last for 
one day, but it miraculously burned for eight days. We know today that ...continued on page 16

human beings can do amazing things, things our ancestors would have 
thought were miracles. We celebrate the human power to tell stories, to 
imagine new possibilities, and to make the marvelous real. 

Fourth Night—The Menorah and the Hanukkiah 
 Ashkenazi Jews call it a Menorah, from the word ner (light). 
Sephardic Jews call it a Hanukkiah, from the word Hanukkah. The lights 
used to be all in a row, but today there are as many ways to light lights for 
Hanukkah as imagination can make. 
 The Talmud records a debate of how to light the Menorah—one 
side said you should light eight lights the first night, seven lights the 
second night, and count down; the other side said you should light 1 
the first night, two the second, and so on. Why did the second one win? 
Because we should always promote the good and not reduce it. 
 We use the Shammes to light the other candles on the Menorah. 
As we light more candles each night, the light grows brighter. From one 
light, we make a lot of light. From one person with hope, we can make a 
lot of hope. We need to be the candle that lights all the rest.

Fifth Night—The Food—Latkes, Sufganiyot, and more
 The story of the oil may have taken credit away from the Maccabees, 
but it also led to some of the tastiest food of the Jewish year. In memory 
of the long-lasting oil at the rededication of the Temple, we now share 
foods cooked in oil as part of the holiday celebration. 
 Potato latkes, with applesauce or sour cream or a bit of both, 
became very popular among Ashkenazi Jews in Eastern Europe. And 
sufganiyot, jelly doughnuts fried in oil and filled with jelly or custard, 
are popular among Sephardic Jews in Middle Eastern countries, and 
in modern Israel as well. An old joke claims to describe every Jewish 
holiday: “they tried to kill us, they failed, let’s eat.” It just wouldn’t be 
Hanukkah without sharing these special foods with family and friends. 

Sixth Night—The Dreidel Game 
 When the dreidel game was invented in the Middle Ages, the 
letters on the dreidel were the Yiddish rules for the game—נ Nun for 
Nisht “nothing”, ה Hay for Halb “half”, ש Shin for Shtel ayn “put in”, and 
 .”Gimmel for Gantze “the whole thing ג
 These dreidel rules are still the rules we play with today! We also 
have a new meaning for the letters—Nes Gadol Haya Sham—a great 
wonder happened there. In Israel, the dreidel [or s’vivon] says Nes Gadol 
Haya Po—a great wonder happened here. Whatever the letters mean to 
us, we know that the game is fun, and that our holiday has well begun. 

.

For All Ages
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by Herbert Levine
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Seventh Night—Giving and Receiving 
 To make children happy during Hanukkah, parents would give 
them some coins (gelt) to play dreidl or to spend on themselves during 
the holiday. As Jews became more connected to the world around them, 
and as Christmas became more about giving lots of gifts and less about 
religion, Hanukkah also became a time to give and receive gifts. The trick 
is knowing how to do it.
 It’s too easy to get caught up in “getting” and not spend enough time 
on “giving.” We can give not just to our families and friends, but to people 
in the wider world who really need it. They don’t need expensive gifts—
we can give them food, and clothing, and shelter, and hope. In fact, we 
don’t need expensive gifts either—we are grateful to be remembered and 
loved, and we are grateful to have the chance to show how much we love 
other people. It turns out that to give IS to receive!

Eighth Night—Heritage and Future 
 In Jewish life, we light candles for the past and for the future. 
Yahrtzeit (memorial) candles remind us of the life of people that we 
loved, and Shabbat candles on Friday night celebrate the time of rest and 
community that is just beginning. The warmth of the flame is the past, 
and the light of the flame leads us forward.
 We are heirs to many traditions. We are human, and we celebrate 
the achievements of humanity throughout its history. We are American, 
and we celebrate the freedom and opportunity that our ancestors were 
looking for when they came here, and that we enjoy today. And we 
are Jewish, part of a “golden chain” of Jewish culture and custom and 
holidays and history and story and food and games and giving. They are 
ours, and we rejoice.
Reprinted from the “Festival of Lights” A Home Hanukkah Celebration, 
Kol Hadash Humanistic Congregation.

"When I spoke up at a parent meeting
in favor of teaching our children Greek,
they mocked me:
'Sure, we can teach them Greek 
when you find a time that is neither night nor day,
because night and day, we are absorbed in our Torah.' 
When I showed them how the Septuagint
improves upon the ancient, garbled Hebrew,
they called a fast to lament the desecration.” 

Now I sit and watch the tiny candles
burning in my deep diaspora,
competing with their small light
against the giant blaze of Christmas
and feel grateful for a festival
of small lights, 
because only from small deeds––
giving a soft answer, turning away anger, increasing 
peace at home––
is the world sustained.

Musings of A Jewish  
Hellenist on Chanukah

 
ִהְרהּוִרים ֶשל ִמְתַיֵוון ְיהּוִדי ְבֲחנּוָכה

״ְּכֶשַקְמִתי ַבֲאֵסַפת הֹוִרים 
ְלַהִציַע ֶשְנַלֵמד ֶאת ְבֵנינּו ְיָוִנית,

ָלֲעגּו ִבי: 'ֶבַטח, ְנַלֵמד ָלֶהם ְיָוִנית
ִאם ִתְמָצא ָשָעה ֶשִהיא לֹא יֹום ְולֹא ַלְיָלה,

 ִּכי יֹום ָוַלְיָלה ֶנֱהֶגה ְבתֹוָרֵתנּו.' 
 ְּכֶשֶהְרֵאיִתי ָלֶהם ֵאיְך ַתְרּגּום ַהִשְבִעים

ְמַשֵפר ֶאת ָהִעְבִרית ָהֲעִתיָקה ַהְמֻעֶוֶתת 
ָקְראּו צֹום ְלַיֵלל ַעל ַהִחילּול.״

ָּכֵעת ֲאִני יֹוֵשב ּוִמְסַתֵּכל ַבֵנרֹות ַהְקַטְנַטִנים
,ּדֹוְלִקים ַבְתפּוצֹות ָהְרחֹוקֹות ֶשִלי

ִמְתַחִרים ָבאֹור ַהָקָטן ֶשָלֶהם
ִעם ַהְלָהָבה ַהֲעָנִקית ֶשל ַחג ַהמֹוָלד

 ּוַמְרִּגיש ֶאת ַעְצִמי ְמאּוָשר ַבַחג
ֶשל אּוִרים ְקַטִנים,

ִּכי ַרק תֹודֹות ְלַמֲעִשֹים ְקַטִנים–– 
 ְתשּוָבה ַרָּכה, ַהְרָגַעת ַּכַעס, ִרבּוי ְשלֹום ַבִית––

ָהעֹוָלם עֹוֵמד.

https://secure2.convio.net/ahuman/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20014a?df_id=1480&mfc_pref=T&1480.donation=form1&set.custom.Appeal=Unsolicited%20membership&NONCE_TOKEN=1E7CADFB954D03F6441BBE6CE7824827
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 While it may not have the same ring to it as “Love in the Time of Cholera,” people are looking for 
amity…friendship during this trying time of COVID-19. As Yom Kippur was coming to a close, Rabbi Jeremy 
asked his (Machar) virtual congregation to share (in one or two words) their thoughts about how they were 

feeling, or what their goals were, in this season of celebration, contemplation, and 
renewal. 

The two words that came up most were “isolation” and “community.” In this 
time of COVID-19, the congregants have been feeling isolated at home, and have 
been longing for a sense of community. One person commented that a virtual 
conversation would be a good way for people to discuss their feelings and concerns, 
and to be able to connect with others. I immediately sent a private chat comment 
to Tara (Machar’s administrator) and volunteered to organize a group to do this. 

Literally four days after the idea was hatched, thanks to Rabbi Jeremy’s and 
Tara’s blessing, I hosted the first Machar Zoom “gabfest.” Five other attendees 
(singles and couples) joined my wife and me, and for a little over an hour we all 
connected. The common theme that I heard from everybody was, indeed, feelings 

of isolation and desire for community. Isolation from not being able to see grandchildren as they grow up, or 
to meet with coworkers in person. The community of family, friends, and coworkers has been absent from 
everybody’s lives. 
 In the weeks since the first chat, we’ve averaged 6–10 attendees, and have talked about various topics 
such as vacation plans (post COVID-19, of course), and where people were born and how they wound up in 
the DC metro area. It appears that a core group has developed, and there are new faces joining in each week.
 I’ve been very gratified by the interest in the chat sessions and humbled by the thanks that I’ve received 
for organizing and “moderating” each session. As a brand-new member of Machar, I felt like these chats are 
the cornerstone of building a new community, and I look forward to organizing more of these sessions, and 
hope that the interest and attendance grows.

 L’Dor V’dor, “from generation to generation,” is the Jewish imperative to share customs, traditions 
and values from one generation to the next. Congregation for Humanistic Judaism, Fairfield County, CT, 

in cooperation with The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County, (JHS), has 
launched an exciting project to collect and preserve the personal histories of current 
and former members of CHJ for future generations. 
 The Oral History project (OH! for short) records our legacy and insights into 
Jewish life in Fairfield County as experienced and shared by each participant, from 
past presidents who have moved away to current board members and new members. 
Despite the pandemic, CHJ volunteers were trained to conduct interviews virtually 
on Zoom — a situation that has proven challenging yet rewarding. 
 The interviews cover each subject’s personal religious upbringing, their family’s 
journey that brought them to Fairfield County, and their path to discovering 

Humanistic Judaism. As Rachel Dreyfus, project coordinator, puts it, “We want to discover the initial 
attraction of CHJ to our members—plus what keeps them engaged. Is it our values, philosophy, social action 
or intellectual stimulation, or simply the friendships that develop over the years?” She adds, “We’ve unearthed 
some very touching stories. With these insights into our human needs and motivations, we will be better able 
to focus our marketing messages. This is very exciting; also, we are learning so much about each other.”
 JHS of Fairfield County will organize and maintain an archive of oral histories including CHJ’s 
contributions. All interviewees receive a copy of their interview video recording and a personalized thanks 
from CHJ President Steven Getz. 

CommunityNews
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OH! CHJ's Oral History Project Embodies "L'dor v'dor"
Congregation for Humanistic Judaism—Fairfield County, CT

Jay E. Reiner

Amity in the Time of COVID-19: Machar's After-Service After-Party
Machar, The Washington Congregation for Secular Humanistic Judaism—Washington, D.C. 
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Community News

KB, helping transform our Sunday School and expand our 
programming, connecting us to the Greater Boston Jewish 
community, leading successful fundraising drives, and managing 
our recent virtual transformation. More than that, Gladys has 
become a dear friend to so many of us. Although she is retiring 
as managing director, we are delighted that she will continue to 
participate in KB as an involved member. 
 Our new managing director, Lidia Pruente, is thrilled to 
join Kahal B’raira. She grew up in the Boston area, and after 
detouring to Iowa, Israel, and New Hampshire, is back in 
Boston to experience its vibrant and open Jewish community. 
Lidia has performed a wide range of tasks, from database and 
website maintenance to co-teaching Sunday school electives. She 
is excited to bring her skills and experience within the Jewish 
community to contribute to KB.
Photo caption: (left to right) Greta Schnee, Ed Sciore (toy xylophone) 
and Janet Cohen in K'Beats, who created a composite video rendition of 
Na'aseh Shalom.

Kahal B’raira, Moving Along in October 2020 
Kahal B’raira—Boston, MA
 Kahal B’raira, Boston, MA, began 5781 with a full roster of 
well-attended and well-received live virtual gatherings. Our High 
Holiday teams (too many to list!) put in a huge effort over several 
months to create meaningful services with high production 
values and thoughtful, creative content. We welcomed a virtual, 
international contingent of visitors, thanks to family connections, 
member outreach, and the SHJ holiday listings. 
 We prerecorded two highlights from our High Holiday 
services: a video compilation from KB families sending Shana 
Tova greetings and a video of members of our chorus, the 
K’Beats, singing and playing an energetic version of Na’aseh 
Shalom, recorded individually and synchronized into a chorus. 
Both videos evoked the community we share beyond our screens. 
 Our biggest news is a change in key personnel. In 2003, we 
hired KB member Gladys Maged to coordinate our volunteers 
as our first administrator. Since that time, her responsibilities 
grew considerably. She presided over tremendous growth at 

Jon Levine and Nancy Waters

Jews for a Secular Democracy now has  
a YouTube Channel!

Watch our past webinars at https://bit.ly/JFASDvids
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Double Chai
$3,600 and more
Joan & Cary Shaw
Jonathan Tobert Charitable Fund
Devera & Michael Witkin

Chai Plus
$2,500 to$3,599
Sharon Fratepietro & 
 Herb Silverman
Shari & Richard Gelber 

Chai Club
$1,800 to $2,499
Elias Family Philanthropic Fund
Carol & Richard Logan
Susan & Roderick* McLeod
Dana & Rick Naimark
Samuel K Weisman
Anonymous 

Benefactor 
$1,000 to $1,799
Sheila Bass
Susan & Robert Citrin
Judith & Edwin Cohen Foundation
Elaine Fieldman
Andrea & Mark Friedlander
Lisa & Colin Gardner-Springer
Joyce & Richard Hirsch
Mattlin Foundation
Joan & Michael Prival
Anonymous 

Donor 
$500 to $999
Nitsan Ben-Gal Nguyen
Judith & Edward Berne
Stephanie & Steven Blum
Carolyn Borman 
AJ & Rabbi Adam Chalom
Natasha Flora & Matt Kirsch
Rabbi Eva Goldfinger

Yurika & Paul Golin
Norma & Herbert Handelsman
Rabbi Miriam Jerris & 
 Stephen Stawicki 
Steven Jonas
Alice Kaplan & Jason Aronson
Janet Mayer & Paul Petzschke
Mary Raskin & Gary Sampson  
Judith & James Reiter
Rex Rosenhaus
Amy Schneider & Edward Sciore
Anonymous 

Patron 
$250 to $499
Howard Adler
Jill Alban & Bill Brostoff
Sandra Altman
Rabbi Susan & Al Averbach 
Helena & Richard Balon
Darlene Basch
Susan & Jack Bender
Susana & Ze’ev Brat
Janet Century 
Alice & Theodore Cohn
Paula & Ron Creed
Jill & Steven Dorfman
Jane Eisenstark
Steve Evans
Rabbi Jeffrey Falick & 
 Arthur Liebhaber
Suzie Friedman
Helen & Saul Forman
Gail and Joe Gadon
Ellen Ginsberg & George Schutzer
Miriam Gitler & Pedro Rodriguez*
Judi Gladstone & Allen Otto
Deborah & David Godden
Marc Goldenberg 
Elisa & Ned Greenberg
Judith Greiman & 
 David Knishkowy
Paula & David Harris
Neil Bruce Holbert
Madeline & James Jacobs

Milton Kant
Klein/Goldman Family Foundation
Amy Kotkin & Larry Lawrence
Bunny Lasker* & Robert Lasker
Miriam Leventhal & 
 Norman Tepley
Susan & Bruce Luria
Adam Namm & Mei Huang
Deirdra & Dana Preis
Ellen Rapkin & Duane Buck
Victoria & John Ratnaswamy
Howard Rosman 
Marilyn Rowens
Gary Samuels
Aviva & Robert Sandler
Season of Change Foundation
Sheila & Ron Sebor
Ruth Smolash & Ryan Katofsky
Terri & David Stanton
Marian & Henry Summerfield
Carol Steinberg & Jerry Rubin
Elaine Steinberg & Allen Gorrelick
Annette Stone
Lisa Vaughn & Melissa Lawrence
Idell & Lawrence Weisberg
James & Minerva Weiss Foundation
Katie & David Wittenberg
Paula & Stan Wolfe
Tom J Young
Beverly & Gary Zarnow

Friend
$150 to $249
Nancy Barrer & Larry Gall
Cathleen & Peter Becskehazy
Riva & Arnold Berleant 
Marcia & Michael Beckerman
Bernard Wealth  
 Management Group
Judith Bobrow & Jon Desenberg
David Brandon 
Ruth Bragman & Phil Padol
Stuart Dolnick
Joan & Ron Fox
Jeffrey Friedman
Cantor Jonathan Friedmann
Toni Gartner

May 2019–April 2020
Donors

With thanks from the Society for Humanistic Judaism
& Jews for a Secular Democracy

ּתֹוָדה ַרָבּה



Humanistic Judaism20

Ilene Ginsberg
Lois & Werner Glass
Cynthia & Robert Goldstein
Rennie & David Greenfield
Roberta & Walter Hellman
Susan & Eric Herschman
Glynis & David Hirsch
Julia & Michael Horn`
Gloria & Max Jacobs 
Frederika Jacobson
Marti Keller
Alicia Leonhard
Claire Lipten
Sybil Maimin
Joan & Bernard Marcus
Joy Markowitz & Rick Eisen
Bernard Maza
Irving & Joni Miller
Priscilla Molnar*
Shirley Monson
Barbara & Robert Moss
Patricia & David Pava
Harriet & Gary Peck
Daniel Rose
Stephanie & Stuart Ross
Susan & Marshall Rubin
Susan & James Ryan
Deane & Barry Safir
Nat Sandler
Eileen & Craig Schlusberg
Beverly Siegel 
Roseanne & Rudy Simons
Sonny Taylor
Katie & Ernest Teitell
Phoebe Telser
Helene Udell
Tovah Wax & Lucjan Mordzak
Charlotte Weingarten
Joyce Weiss 
Christian Whittemore
Paula Wolk 

Supporter
$95 to $149
Byron Adinoff 
Rimma & Joseph Aguirre
Atikah Arifin & Scott Bale
Benjamin Basch
Jacinda Bauman & Joseph Goldberg
Edna Bernstein 
Melissa Biren & Robert Agree
Joel Bjorling
Jamie Allen Black
Xavier Boltaina-Bosch
Sara Bram
Audrey & Gerald Bricker
Kimberly & Donald Brooks

Marilyn & Sam* Brownstein
Ellen & Raymond Burke
Margery & Richard Buxbaum
Catherine Cabrera & Joel Patterson
Antoinette & Carl Carlie
Miriam & John Cheng
Crhistine Cifuentes &  
 Helmut Seidel
Rita & Rabbi Hillel Cohn
Jonathan Cohen 
Thomas Czeizinger
Deborah Davis
Patrick Davis
Bruce Dennis
Al Deroy & Darlene Neill
Girlanio Dias
Melvyna Drucker &  
 Rabbi Steven Mason
Shelley Dubkin-Lee
Rabbi Greg Epstein & Jackie Piltch
Roberta Feinstein & Hans Leander
Maurice Feldman
Carol & Fred Fletcher
Flavio Fontes de Aguiar 
Liz Galler
Aron Gammon
Karen Glikman
Nancy & James Goldstein
Angelica Grant
Edward Graziani & Timothy Lorenz
Suzanne & Hilly Guttman
Jesse Hall
Mariarosa & Alvin Halpern
Suzanne Harchik
Courtney Harrison Geese &  
 Jann Geese
Ted Hochstadt
Dagmar Hoffmann
Alan Hoving
Jacob Jokisch
Elaine Kamienny
Monica & Mark Kander
Kathryn Kane
Lynne Kane
John Kester
Liana & Daniel King 
David W Korn
Joseph Kotzin
Dan Kristol
Sorrell Kropf
Uri Kraut
Joan & Sanders Kurtz
Raffaele Ladu 
Erin Lampert
Jamie Lampert
Joseph Lenart
Susan Levine

Shelly Levy & Martin Seidenfeld
Diana & John Lee
Vicki & John Mackenzie
Jacqueline &  
 Rabbi Russell McAlmond
Edith & Glenn Mellow
Laura Miller
Laurie Miller & Ahmed Al-Hujazi
Maria Montoya
Jerid Morisco
Charles Murdorf
Nick Nelson
Hans Nord
Karen & Michael Ostrov
Katharine Phelps
Ryn Phelps
Deborah Polk
Rick Rivera
Rhona Robbin & Alan Smith
Susan & Paul Rozelle
Ira Rubinfeld
Emily & Chris Russell
Sharon & David Salyers
Ruth Sandweiss &  
 Rabbi Steven Cardonick 
Harriet Schaffer
Janet & Lou Shaheen
Leslie & Brian Sheitman
Earl Shiffman &  
 Linda Silver Gorowitz
Coyote Shook
Renee Siegan & Timothy Brennan
Heidi & Marc Silverstein
Lisa & Dan Solomon
Geraldine & Murray Spilman
Tom Stanley
Mabel & Jochanan Stenesh
Madalina & Brandon Sundh
Anna Sutton & George Ashcroft
Marc Swetlitz
Rosemary Tran
David Terris
Peter Toth Zsolt
Susanne Urban
Roberta & Michael Varble
Desota Walker
Joan & Paul Waller
Vicki Wallshein
Nancy & David Warren
Terry Waslow
Elsa & Barry Waxman
Janice Weinberg & Al Bernstein
Barbara Weitz & Mark Kay
Enid & Steve Wetzner
Willy Wibaut
Douglas Zang
Anonymous 
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$25 to $94
Judy & Michael Ackerman
Muriel & Irv Adler
Ellie & Louis Altman
Penny & Gerald Appelbaum
Evelyn & Neil Aronson
Del Atwood
Richard Baer
Karen & Anthony Balzano
Kent Barrabee
Peggy Bartelstein &  
 William Gurolnick 
Judith & Mike* Beltzman
Evelyn & Arthur Bernstein
Rabbi Binyamin Biber & Catherine 
Sheehy
Deborah & Joe Bornstein
Beatrice Bridges
William Brook
Gail Brown 
Karen & Frank Burk 
Ted Camper
Mary & Ronald Cohen
Kourtney DeBoer
Leslie Effman
Beth Finger
Ellen Forman & Philip Katz
Rabbi Barry Fineman 
Amanda Good & David Finkel
Yolanda & Thomas Fleischer 
Ashley Foster
Judith Freund
Jeanette & Jimmy Gardner
Suzie Garfield
Leslie Gladstone
Maxine & George Goldberg
Ruth E Goldman
Evelyn & Stanley Goldstein 
Karen & Robert Gordon
Toby Gould
Richard Gralnek
Carol Greene
Mark Greenblatt
James Gray
Robin & Steve Haas
Rachel Hafemann
Barbara Halpern & Michael Walker 
Nathan Hamilitsch
Katie Hunt
Karen Hyatt
Isabelle & Eric Kaminsky
Betty-Chia Karro & Henry Gassner 
Charla & James Kates
Frank Katz
Jack Kaufman*
Diane Keefe & John Levin
Charlotte Klein

Inez Klimist
Lauren & Dave Kopans
Rabbi Jodi Kornfeld
Evelyn Kreger
Lawrence Kron
Eleanor & Leonard Larks
Richard Lazere
Gwyneth Leder & Lenny Garber
Sherry & Douglas Lipton
Gladys Maged & Stan Eichner
Debra & Maynard Metler 
Howard Miller
Dori & Chet Mirman
Leo Nagorski
William Nemoyten
Claire Helene Press
Judith Primak 
Shirley Ranz
Risa Marlen
Peggy Robin & Bill Adler
Natalie Rosinsky & Donald Larsson
Amanda Rosman
Grace Rostoker
Sharon Rothestein
Esther Rozenblum &  
 Alberto Grosmark
David Rozman
Sherwin Rubin
Elise & David Saltzberg
BJ & Rick Saul
Tamar & Ronald Schwartz 
Bill Schweisheimer
Mimi & Michael Shaw 
Anna Sheinaus
Jeffrey Sherman
Martin Shore
Donna Sitkoff
Barbara Slivnick
Casey-Ann Smith
Leah Sosewitz
Bernice Stein
Muriel Sterne 
Milton Strauss
Jeanne Strassburger
Barbara Sugerman
Cynthia Suiklet
Barry Swan 
Rabbi Frank Tamburello
Clifton Thompson
Elaine Thompson
Marjorie Trifon
Jorge Urbina
Myrna & Bela Vidor
Susan & Scott Warrow
Julie Weaver
Charlotte Weiss*
Renee Weitzner 

Sharon Welter
Ira Werner
Lisa Widawsky
Cathy Wiegley & Laurence Schiller
Anonymous 

Community Gifts
Humanistic Jewish Havurah of  
 Southwest Florida
Machar, Washington Congregation 
 for Secular Humanistic Judaism,  
 DC

Heritage Circle
(planned estate gifts)
Karel* & Sheila Bass Fund for New
 Community Development
Arthur* & Catherine Bernstein
Jarvis Doctorow
Elgie Ginsburgh
Deb & David Godden
Lillian Gutner*
Ronald Hirsch
Phyllis Jacobs*
Rabbi Miriam Jerris
Joseph Koenig*
Daniel Schecter
Barbara Schnuer*
Art Segal
Melvin Shaw*
David Steinberg
Varley Family*
*deceased

Lifetime Members
Sheila Bass
Ida Braun
Ariela Gottsegen
Hannah Gottsegen
Samantha Gottsegen
Rachel Hafemann
Edward James
Mary & George Johnson
Ruth Milan
Susan Milan
Jeffrey Moliere
Aaron Morris
Dylan Morris
Shawn Morris
Kaylyn & Daniel Schiff
Karen Smith
Travis Svensson
Anonymous
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Board of Directors
2020–2022

Mary Raskin
 President
Victoria Ratnaswamy
 Vice-President
Arthur Liebhaber
 Treasurer

Marlene Cohen
 Secretary
Richard Logan
 Past President
Sheila Sebor
 Chair, JFASD

Andrea Friedlander
Evelyn Goldstein
Susan Herschman
Susan Ryan

Paul Golin 
 Executive Director
Miriam Jerris
 Rabbi
Jennifer Grodsky
 Information Manager

Kathy Tschirhart
 Administrative Assistant
Anna Goldberg
 HuJews Coordinator
Lincoln Dow
 JFASD Community Organizer

Sarah Levin
 JFASD Program Manager
Rabbi Sherwin T. Wine, z”l, Founder

Darlene Basch
Bill Brostoff
Karen Century
Scott Chazdon
Suzie Friedman
Lisa Gardner-Springer
Rick Gold

Allen Gorrelick
Lee Jacobi
Jeremy Kridel
Rob Lasker
Jon Levine
Sheila Malcolm
E. Ronald Milan

Libby Otto
Bill Parsons
Dana Preis
Susan Rubin
Amy Schneider
Barry Swan
Jeff Treistman

HuJews
Serena Bernstein
Aliza Kopans
Ari Lazer
Jennie Morris

Executive Committee

Staff

Directors

 

Tributes
To Allan Becker and family

In memory of beloved wife, mother and grandmother, Patricia Becker
From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Andrea & Mark Friedlander
In celebration of your son, Scott’s wedding 

From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Robert Lasker
In  loving memory of your mother, Bunny Lasker

From SHJ Board & Staff

To Carol & Richard Logan
In celebration of the birth of your granddaughter, Roxie

From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Richard Logan
In honor of your receiving the Sherwin T Wine award

From Mary Raskin & Gary Sampson

To Eylse Pivnick
In celebration of Mady & Shom’s wedding 

From the Staff of SHJ

To SHJ
In loving memory: Sue & Sidney Pelzman, Rose & Herbert Blank, 

Miriam Laden, Brian M. Pelzman, & Mark A. Pelzman,  
beloved companions
From Karen E Gordon 

To SHJ
In loving memory of Sylvia & Ira Rose

From Janet & Bennett Edelman

To Susan Ryan
For a complete and speedy recovery

From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Myrna Baron & Peter Schweitzer
In celebration of the birth of your grandson, Dylan Elijah

From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki

To Susan & Jim Walker
In loving memory of your brother, David Silverstein

From Miriam Jerris & Stephen Stawicki
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Established Community

Community in Formation

Find A Humanistic Jewish Community Near You
ARIZONA
• Phoenix
• Tucson
CALIFORNIA
• Berkeley
• Encino
• Garden Grove
COLORADO
• Denver/Boulder
CONNECTICUT
• Fairfield County
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
• Washington, D.C.
FLORIDA
• Boca Raton
• Gainesville*
• Sarasota
• Tampa/St. Petersburg*
GEORGIA
• Atlanta*
ILLINOIS
• Deerfield (B.C.)
• Deerfield (K.H.)
MARYLAND
• Baltimore
MASSACHUSETTS
• Boston
MICHIGAN
• Metro Detroit

MINNESOTA
• Minneapolis/St. Paul
NEW JERSEY
• Morris County
NEW YORK
• Ithaca
• New York
• Rochester
• Westchester County
NORTH CAROLINA
• Asheville
• Durham/Chapel Hill

OREGON
• Portland
WASHINGTON
• Seattle
CANADA
• Toronto, Ontario

Check Our Website For More Information
www.shj.org/find
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